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! National Development Education Seminar



Introduction

The Maltese national development education seminar was organised by SKOP? on the 10" May 2010
at the Mediterranean Conference Centre, in the capital of Malta, Valletta. The seminar was
supported by the North South Centre Council of Europe® and DEEEP®. It was a daylong seminar
where over 80 teachers, students, representatives from Ministry of Education, Ministry of Foreign
affairs, NGOs and academia attended.

The main focus was on development/global education and its inclusion in the Maltese formal and
non-formal education. The event acted as a good platform to boost cooperation among the
stakeholders in the Maltese national context and serve as a place for exchanges of experiences and
peer learning. It also gave an opportunity for SKOP members and schools participating in the Global
Education Week to showcase their Development Education/Global Education work and bring forth
the current situation regarding development at both the local and global level. The seminar was
divided into two parts; the first was filled with workshops and presentations while the second part
focused on kick starting a national development education strategy for Malta.

2 SKOP is the national platform of Maltese NGOs working in international development cooperation and Global Education

(www.skopmalta.org)

® North-South Centre is the European Centre for Global Interdependence and Solidarity
(http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/nscentre/default_en.asp).

“ DEEEP is a programme initiated by the Development Education Forum of CONCORD that aims at strengthening capacities of NGDOs to
raise awareness, educate and mobilise the European public for world-wide poverty eradication and social inclusion
(http://www.deeep.org/index.html).


http://www.deeep.org/glossary.html?&cHash=a2fb30d321&tx_a21glossary%5bback%5d=30&tx_a21glossary%5buid%5d=1

Main aims of the National Development Education Seminar

The purpose of the seminar was to bring together key Maltese stakeholders in the field and raise
awareness on development education among governmental and non-governmental actors. While
creating a space for the opportunity to exchange information, good practice and to explore
possibilities of cooperation among relevant stakeholders in development education by presenting
the European context on development education and how it can be reflected at national level.

The seminar had two main aims and for this reason the day was divided in a way to focus on the two
aims separately but still making them interconnected.

The first objective was to have capacity building and training for the various stakeholders involved in
Development Education/ Global Education and the other participants who attended through a
number of workshops that took place in the first part of the seminar.

In all there were 9 workshops on different themes related to development education and global
issues. Each workshop was composed of around 15 people in order to focus on skills, knowledge,
information and practices in Development Education/Global Education. The workshops were on
different themes which were facilitated by an expert in that field including both foreign and local
guests.

Another aim of having the workshops was to see what the participants feel about development
education and what requirements and recommendations they would look for if a development
education strategy was developed for Malta. This was done by getting one recommendation from
every workshop that will later be presented in the second part of the seminar.

The second objective of the national Development Education seminar had more of a political
component. In this part of the seminar there was a kick start process towards developing a national
Development Education strategy. The aim was to include representatives from the Ministries of
Foreign Affairs and Education, educational practitioners (representatives of academia), and NGDOs
in order to foster the development of greater cooperation between the different parties and
produce a strong plan for a national Development Education strategy.
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Programme

09:00 ¢ 09:45
09:45 ¢ 10:00
10:00 ¢ 10:15
10:15 ¢ 10:45
10:45¢ 11:00
11:00 ¢ 12:30
12:30¢ 01:30
01:30 ¢ 03:00
03:00¢ 03:15
03:15 ¢ 03:30
03:30 ¢ 04:00
04:00 ¢ 04:15
04:15 ¢ 04:30
04:30 ¢ 04:45
04:45 ¢ 05:00
05:00 ¢ 05:30

05:30 ¢ 05:45

Registration and time to view displays and exhibitions

Welcome Speech ¢ Vince Caruana, SKOP

Guest Speaker Gordana Berjan ¢ Representative from North -South Centre of the Council of Europe

Guest Speaker Mr Alessio Surian- Development Education

Coffee Break

First Set of Workshops

Lunch

Second Set of Workshops

Coffee Break

Introduction to the kick start process for a national DE strategy

Guest Speaker Mr Franz Halbartschlager - Process and Implementation of a National DE stratedjustria
Speech from Amb. Saviour Falzon - Head of the Development Unit at MFA. Representing Hon Dr Tonio Borg
Speech from Ms Josephine Vassallo - Assistant Director of Education. Representing Ministry of Education
Guest Speaker Marcos Estrada de Oliveira

Recommendations from workshops

Future Plans ¢ Open Discussion and interventions from the floor

Conclusion and closure
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http://www.nscentre.org/

Key Observations and Recommendations

The seminar was attended by teachers, secondary school students, members of NGOs,
governmental representatives and the public. The day started off with a variety of displays and
exhibitions showing development education projects that NGOs and schools have been part of. This
was followed by talks from Vince Caruana® from SKOP and Alessio Surian®, a guest speaker from
Italy, who gave a very motivational speech on development education. Unfortunately Gordana
Berjan was unable to attend the seminar since her plane was cancelled due to volcanic ash from an
Icelandic volcano.

During the nine workshops that took place throughout the day different recommendations were
collected to see what should be improved and how, what are the main issues in Malta, and what
should a national development education strategy include to benefit everyone and have the biggest
positive impact on all.

The second part of the seminar included talks from representatives from the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Ministry of Education and foreign guests, Franz Halbartschlager’ and Marcos Estrada®
Oliveira. It was made clear from everyone present that there is a need for a DE strategy in Malta and
that it is time that we work together to develop one. The second part of the seminar also proved to
act as a means to get more recommendations and ideas for the process of the national DE strategy.

The main recommendations that came out included the need for a resource centre of global
education material where teachers of formal and non-formal education can obtain methodologies
and material for teaching global issues. It was mentioned that students participating in development
education projects need to be given more of a voice to express themselves. During the workshop on
migration the participants showed their concern for the need of anti-racist education at all levels.
There was also a recommendation for the need of a more comprehensive subject on human rights.

It was noted that there should be a more flexible curriculum in schools to leave space for creativity
and involve art more when it comes to development education since art is very much
underestimated in development education.

Some other recommendations included the need to use schools to reach the communities and to
include parents and educate them on global issues too so development education would not just
stop at schools. While also reaching out to teachers that might not be so motivated to participate in
global education or might not understand certain issues. This brought about the idea of also have
adult education programmes. There is also a need to have a more holistic approach to fair trade
including it in more subjects at school.

® Vince Caruana is a board member of SKOP.

® Alessio Surian works as lecture at the Department of Education, University of Padova. He has been involved in development education
projects since 1985. He is co-author of several games and educational packs such as Compass, Worlds behind the Music, Travelling cultural
diversity. He is the coordinator of the Urban Popular University of the International Alliance of Inhabitants.

" Franz Halbartschlager is currently the Head of the Education Unit of Stidwind Agency ¢ Agency for North-South Education and Public
Work, non profit NGO, Vienna, Austria (www.suedwind-agentur.at).

® Marcos Estrada is working at the Brazilian Institute of Education for Life and voluntarily coordinates the youth team working to produce
the Civil Society Report of the UN International Decade for a Culture of Peace (2001-2010) to be handed to the United Nations, in the end
of May 2010.



http://www.suedwind-agentur.at/

There was the realisation that a lot of things are already being done mainly by motivated teachers
and NGOs but the issue is that development education projects in Malta are usually short term. For
this reason there is need to bring more people on board to work together, create training for formal
and non-formal sectors, and get the support from the ministries of Education and Foreign Affair in
Malta to make sure development education in Malta becomes more long term with a greater
impact.

The seminar proved to be a positive starting point for developing a national development education
strategy in Malta. Participants realised the importance of such a strategy and voiced their opinion
that this is a necessary step that needs to be taken.



Photos of the Day




Relevant national and international background documents

9 Global Citizenship Education. The school as a foundation for a fair world.

http://trialog-information-service.blogspot.com/2009/05/publication-global-citizenship.html

9 European Consensus on Development: the contribution of Development Education &
Awareness Raising

http://www.deeep.org/fileadmin/user upload/downloads/Consensus on DE/DE Consensu
S-EN.pdf

9 http://ec.europa.eu/development/icenter/repository/PUBLICATION CONSENSUS PL-067-
00-00.pdf

9 North-South Centre Global Education Guideline

http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/nscentre/GEquideline presentation en.asp

9 Global Education Charter
http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/nscentre/GE/GE-Guidelines/GEgs-app2.pdf

1 Maastricht Global Education Congress Report 2002
http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/nscentre/GE/GE-Guidelines/GEgs-appl.pdf

9 North-South Centre - European Commission Joint Management Agreement 2009-2011
http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/nscentre/GE/UE-NSC_JMA _en.asp
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